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My father now resumed his hopes that I should fuliii his
% wishes, and that he might possibly live to see me a Chief
Justice or Lord Chancellor of England, for which purpose
he exerted his utmost endeavours to lead my young mind
to look up to, and aspire to those dignified and elevated
situations.

The famous poet, Charles Churchill had just at this
period, published proposals for receiving into his house, and
educating, for the Universities, six youths of good connec-
tions and my father had it in contemplation to send me as
one of the number, but upon consulting some friends
thereon, particularly Mr. Edmund Burke, with whom, and
all his family, he lived upon the most familiar terms,
that gentleman was of opinion that the profligacy and
immorality of Churchill's private character rendered him a
most unfit person to undertake the education and training
of young people, and it would seem the same sentiment
generally prevailed respecting him, as not even a single
pupil was offered to him. It was then determined that I
should be sent to Westminster school, preparatory to which
I was placed at a day school in Charles Street, St. James's
Square, for the purpose of learning to read and write, as
well as to acquire the rudiments of the Westminster
Grammar.

At Christmas my brothers were taken from Harrow
where they had been upwards of two years, and in January
1757, we all three went to Westminster ; they having made
some proficiency in Latin, were stationed in the upper
second, whilst I took my seat in what was denominated,
" The Idle Class," that i% at the very bottom of the school,
where all those who have not received some previous in-
struction in Latin are placed, I however soon got out of
that disgraceful and ignorant form, passed with rapidity
and eclat the under and upper petty, and entered into the
upper first, where most unluckily for me the famous Bob
Lloyd, the elegant poet and scholar, but dissipated friend
and companion of the above mentioned CharlcH Churchill,
presided as usher. He was an only sou of the worth}' and